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	Germany is a federal parliamentary republic. The government has two major political parties (Christian Democratic Union) (CDU) and the Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD). Germany became a member of the European Union in 1993.  The national language is German.  The population is 80.5 million people. .  The capital is Berlin.  Germany has the worlds 5th largest economy in the world. Gross Domestic Purchasing Power was $4.4 trillion in 2018. The major religions in the nation are: Roman Catholic, Protestant, Muslim, Orthodox, none. (CIA, 2020).  
	Health insurance in Germany is mandatory. “Gesetzliche Krankenversicherung: statutory insurance provided by 109 nonprofit “sickness funds," covering 88% of population. High-income individuals and civil servants can opt out for fully substitutive private insurance, which covers 11% of population” (Tikkanen, Osborn, Mossialos, Djordjevic, Wharton, 2020).  The healthcare system is funded by Sickness funds.  Sickness funds are wages shared by employees and employers where both pay a portion to the fund. “Sickness fund enrollees purchase supplementary or complementary policies covering minor benefits not covered by SHI, including some copayments and private hospital rooms” (Tikkanen, Osborn, Mossialos, Djordjevic, Wharton, 2020). Insurance is provided by two systems: statutory health insurance plans and statutory Long-term care services.  If a person becomes unemployed, they do not lose their health insurance. 
	SHI covers the following: Preventive services, including regular dental checkups, child checkups, basic immunizations, chronic disease checkups, and cancer screenings at certain ages, Inpatient and outpatient hospital care, Physician services, Mental health care, Dental care, Optometry, Physical therapy, Prescription drugs, except for those explicitly excluded by law (mainly so-called lifestyle drugs like appetite suppressants) and those excluded following an unfavorable benefit-risk assessment, Medical aids, Rehabilitation, Hospice and palliative care, Maternity care, Sick leave compensation. Everybody with a physical or mental illness or disability (who has contributed for at least two years) can apply for LTCI benefits, which are: Dependent on an evaluation of individual care needs by the SHI Medical Review Board, which leads either to a denial of benefits or to an assignment to one of five levels of care. Limited to certain maximum amounts, depending on the level of care. (Tikkanen, Osborn, Mossialos, Djordjevic, Wharton, 2020).  According to PBS (2008) belly dancing lessons was once approved for a patient, patients can even go to the spa for free.



	Access to healthcare in Germany is much like Japan, where the government provides a National System for coverage. “The rich can opt out and purchase private insurance, but 90% of the population chose to remain with the National system” (PBS, 2008). 
Seeing a PCP in Germany can take up to 2 weeks, as where an urgent or sick visit is same day. Specialist visits can take up to two months and elective procedures up to 4 months. 
	The average cost of co-pays for PCP visits in Germany are 10 euro ($15 in US), which is only paid every 3 months-not every visit. Annual cost for healthcare is around 4,500 euro/year. According to The Cost of Healthcare in Germany (2020), “The German government heavily subsidizes the cost of the public healthcare system. Having a health insurance plan, either private or public, is mandatory by law, and there are penalties for not having adequate coverage.” Pregnant women pay nothing for prenatal healthcare, and if you lose your job, you still have to have health care coverage. However, it is paid for out of the social security contributions, and it is only for medically necessary visits. Germans also spend around 630 euros per year on Pharmaceutical medicine.  
	The German government promotes disease prevention and well-being. According to The Governance and Prevention in Germany (2016), “The 16 states have the legal responsibility for providing health services and each of them follow its own approach for prevention and health promotion. Most of the states have implemented associations for health promotion and prevention which include stakeholders from all spheres and multilateral funding of health promotion measures.” 
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